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Story:

Changing climate has increased awareness of native insects, particularly the mountain pine
beetle, in high elevation pine ecosystems. True to its name, this bark beetle has adapted to
mountain climates and recent warming at high elevations has facilitated population success
and associated pine mortality in some forests. Is the observed mortality of long-lived trees a
novel outcome of recent climate trends? Understanding the role of native insects in mortality
of iconic high elevation pine forests is vital for projecting the future of these foundational
ecosystems.



